
 

 
A symbol of South Dakota pride, 

Mount Rushmore stands as a solid 

monument to great past leaders of 

our countries… 

...But even our nation’s Presidents 

have been known to do some 

strange things to avoid watching 

South Dakota play basketball! 

By Ivee West 

 

The Coyotes of the University of 

South Dakota are excited to be join-

ing the Summit League this year, as 

this is the first season where they will 

be considered full members. Of 

course being a member includes a 

yearly trip to lose against the Oak-

land University Golden Grizzlies an-

nually at the O’rena. 

  

“We are excited about the possibili-

ties that this will bring us as a cam-

pus community and as a basketball 

team,” said team manager Jack 

Hayes. “For years we have watched 

our rivals from South Dakota State 

have all the fun, making the yearly 

trip to Metro Detroit to play in the 

best home court advantage in the 

Summit League.” 

  

There is nothing that makes a team 

feel more like a part of the Summit 

League than coming to the O’rena 

and getting beat by 30 (ask Western 

Illinois). Star players, like South Da-

kota’s premier Guard Charlie West-

brook, can look forward to being 

screamed at by the Grizz Gang for 

40 minutes (ask Alex Young or 

Dominique Morrison). 

  

“For many of our players, this is the 

first time we have been to a city 

with more than three traffic lights,” 

continued Hayes. “Our players have 

been looking forward to eating a 

name brand pizza like Papa Johns. 

It’s something the guys have been 

looking forward to all year. I mean, 

we get the commercials, but now 

we will be able to verify if the better 

ingredients truly equal better piz-

za.” 

  

In addition to the yearly losing 

pilgrimage, team officials say that 

the Coyotes are also looking for-

ward to having Oakland beat them 

on their home floor. 

 

“To have an NCAA tournament 

team come beat us in our gym? 

That is just the icing on the cake.”  

 

University of South Dakota excited to join Summit;                      

join teams who get to lose in the O’rena annually 

Our HcP reporting squadron descended 

upon the University of South Dakota’s 

practice this week, and one of the things 

we learned was how bitter senior for-

ward Ricardo Andreotti still is about 

playing in South Dakota and not San 

Diego. 

  

Andreotti, who is originally from Brazil, is 

still unsure about how it never came up 

in conversation during his recruitment. 

  

“I guess looking back they always re-

ferred to themselves as USD. I never 

really asked, since I had never heard of 

South Dakota,” said Andreotti. 

  

We were skeptical: didn’t he ask about 

the climate? The fact that they are 

called the Coyotes, shouldn’t that have 

been a red flag? 

  

“When I asked whether it was warm, 

they smiled nervously at one another 

and muttered something about 

‘sometimes’. I asked about the Coyotes 

thing, and they responded with ‘Ya, ya 

there are some Coyotes in San Diego,’” 

Andreotti continued. 

  

His teammates Allen Saint-Gelais and 

Nick Mabbutt, from France and England 

respectively, can relate. 

  

“I most certainly thought that I would be 

in school in California,” Mabbutt said. 

“When my plane ticket said Sioux Falls, I 

thought it was strange that I had never 

heard of that city in California.” 

  

Saint-Gelais, actually waited for six 

hours in the airport in Sioux Falls, as-

suming that he was only there for a flight 

connection. 

 

“It’s good to know that I am not alone,” 

Saint-Gelais said between sips of coffee. 

“They really got us good. I mean, South 

Dakota’s not bad, but I definitely 

thought I would be at the other USD 

right now.” 

 

South Dakota 

Look-Alikes 

By: Jericho Sanders 

Oakland University 
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Tonight’s victim 

The rabid stray dogs of 

South Dakota 
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Other Headlines 

ESPN analysts discover South 
Dakota nickname of the 

“badlands” is actually because 
of their basketball talent pool 

 
Tennessee trying to join Summit 

League in order to jump on the 
annual OU beatdown bandwagon 

Got something funny to say, 

preferably related to basketball 

and OU? 
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