
Fortunately, the team's Saturday 
game at IPFW is just a short bus ride 

away. The coaching staff has worked 

out a deal with the West Bloomfield 

school district to utilize their busses 

for the trip. In exchange, the team 

and staff will spend Friday repainting 

playground equipment at the local 

elementary school. 

 In other news: 
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The Southern Utah Thunderbirds 

begin Summit League play tomorrow 

evening in Rochester, Michigan. New 

seasons typically offer teams a shed 

of hope, but for coach Roger Reid 

there is only concern. 

 

"Well, I'm worried we might not have 

the funds to finish conference play. 

We're kind of blowing our wad with 

this trip to Oakland and IPFW." 

 

Clearly the cost of transporting the 

team from Cedar City, Utah to the 

Midwest has strained Southern Utah's 
travel budget. With travel costs at 

record levels, Reid has given consid-

eration to forfeiting the season. 

"You know, we really can not afford to 

travel to our Summit League road 

games anymore. In the past, we've 

relied on athletic boosters, but with 
the on-court product we've had since I 

got here, those funds have dried up." 

 

For its part, The Summit League has 

offered the school a one-time loan to 

ensure that the Thunderbirds will be 

able to finish the season schedule. 
The money is not without its attached 

strings, according to the conference 

commissioner.  

 

"Yes, we are prepared to offer SUU a 
payment for their road games. As a 

part of the deal the school will have to 

make a pledge to never communicate 

with the conference, schedule games 

with us, or even bring up the name 

'Cedar City' after it leaves for the Big 

Sky Conference." For now, Reid will 

attempt to fidget with his budget in 

order to avoid crossing that very 

gloomy path.  

 

"I can see where the commish is 

coming from, we haven't exactly been 

a great conference member. But we'd 

like to keep communication open in 
the future, I will miss making trips out 

here to the Midwest, so that 

[payment] is our last resort." 

 

In the meantime, the school has sat 

up a PayPal link on its website asking 

for donations to keep the season 
alive. Players will also be selling 

baked goods prior to tip and during 

half-time, including at the Oakland 

game. 

 

"We really want to be able to play our 

road games. I mean, have you ever 
been to Southern Utah? It's nice to 

get away," said junior center Matt 

Massey, a native of Australia.  

 

Roger Reid, SUU worried about financial implications of Oakland trip 

Written by: Ivee West 

This week as the UMKC game drew 

nearer and nearer, Reggie Hamilton 

was forced to keep pinching his 

arm, in order to remind himself that 

this is not a dream and that he is 

free from being a part of the UMKC 

program. 

  

An unnamed OU coach spoke on 

how acclimating to not being mired 

in mediocrity was a big adjustment. 

  

“When the season started it was 

hard to get him to not be de-

pressed. He kept saying „man I wish 

I didn‟t play for the UMKC Roos.‟ We 

had to be like „Reggie, that‟s over. 

You are safely in a legitimate pro-

gram now.‟” 

  

Hamilton, the junior combo guard 

from Chigcago, has also had to get 

used to playing actually competition 

early in the season. Traditionally 

UMKC plays almost entirely D III 

schools until conference play be-

gins. This is to ensure that the team 

is not completely embarrassed 

before the campaign for 8th place in 

the Summit League begins. 

  

Reggie commented that it will be 

nice to be on a winning Summit 

League team for once, as this 

should be a new experience for 

him. Representatives from UMKC 

could not be reached for comment, 

but could be seen outside of their 

hotel making Reggie Hamilton voo-

doo dolls and trying to justify how 

they could somehow be a better 

team without him.  
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Current Orena 

Winning Streak: 13 

games 
Last Home Victim:  

Marygrove College– W 112-

55 

 

Record Coming in: 

3-3 (0-0) 

 

Players to Watch: 

Kito Benson (19 ppg, 12.8 

rpg) 

Reggie Hamilton (14.7 ppg, 

5 apg) 
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Reggie Hamilton keeps pinching self, unbearably happy not to play for 

UMKC anymore 

SUU Senior Guard 

denies allegations 

that he looks like 

that guy from "30 

Rock" 

Kangaroo reportedly 

pissed about being 

naked in new logo. 
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For the games of Dec. 2 & 4 

Thursday’s Victim:  

Southern Utah  

Thunderbirds 

 

Record coming in:  

2-4 (0-0) 

 

Saturday’s Victim: 

UMKC Kangaroos 

 

Record coming in: 

4-1 (0-0) 

Like us on facebook! 

Or send us an email! 

ouhalfcourtpress@yahoo.com 
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